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MR. ERNEST L. JAMES, SR. of Charlotte, North Carolina, formerly of Concord, North 
Carolina, died on December 12, 1999 at Huntersville Oaks Nursing Home. He was the 
son of the late Rev. John Calvin James and Amanda Cook James and was born in Liberty 
Hill, South Carolina on July 13, 1903. Mrs. James, a loving wife and mother, preceded her 
husband in death in 1983. 

Mr. James attended high school at Biddle University in Charlotte. He received his Bach­
elor of Arts degree from Johnson C. Smith University and a Master of Arts degree from 
Columbia University in New York. It was this training that led Mr. James to pursue a career 
in Education . 

This avid educator and enthusiastic leader taught in the school systems of South Caro­
lina, North Carolina and Virginia. After two years of being on the teaching staff at Logan 
High School in Concord, North Carolina, he became the Principal of the school and main­
tained this position for twenty-two years. Under his administration, there was tremendous 
progress. The entire city of Concord recognized the outstanding service Mr. James was 
rendering to the Logan School and paid tribute to him by naming the newest addition to 
the school at that time "James Auditorium." 

After retirement from Logan High School, Mr. James continued to utilize his expertise 
in the field of Math and Geometry while being employed in Lawrenceville, Virginia . 

At a very early age, Mr. James was united with God and attended the Messiah Presby­
terian Church in Liberty Hill, South Carolina. He enjoyed a rich and active religious life . 
Later, he joined the Westminister Presbyterian Church in Concord, North Carolina, where 
he served as an Elder, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Secretary of the Planning Con­
ference , Clerk of the Session and Young Men's Sunday School Class. When Ernest be­
came affiliated with the Memorial Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, he continued to serve 
and to become involved in the work of the church. Wherever Mr. James resided, he found 
a church that would provide religious satisfaction. After he moved to Wilmington, North 
Carolina, he became an Elder at Chestnut Street Presbyterian Church. His untiring efforts 
were highly appreciated and recognized in spite of his inabi'lity to navigate without the use 
of a wheelchair. 

In the Concord community, Ernest James served as Chairman of the Advisory Com­
mittee of the Library Commission, Chairman of the Tournament Street Community Cen­
ter Project, member of the United Fund Committee and was a member of the Cabarrus 
County Boy Scout Commission. He enjoyed a long enriching experience as a member of 
the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. 

He leaves to cherish his memory one son, Ernest Leroy James, Jr. (Ernestine) of Char­
lotte, North Carolina and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and friends. 
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