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He speaks, and the sound of His voice
Is so sweet the birds hush their singing
And the melody,
That He gave to me:
Within my heart is ringing.

I'd stay in the garden with Him
Though the night around me be falling,
But He bids me go;
Through the voice of woe,
His voice to me is calling.

And He walks with me, and He talks with me
And he tells me I am His own,...
—C. Austin Miles
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ORDER OF SERVICE

Walter V. Howard, DD, Pastor
Greater Bethel A.M.E. Church

Officiating

PROCESSIONAL ....... “Hymn # 144: Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross”

EUYINVITN - 260). iinimamriisnias vi i wma v s i siits sn “Sweet Hour of Prayer”
INVOCATION i piin s i S s S Edythe De Laine, DD

Associate Minister, Liberty Hill AME Church, Summerton, SC

SCRIPTURE READING:

Old Testament: Psalm 23 .......................... Rev. Gregory Wilson
Pastor, Coleman AME Chapel, Kenosha WI
New Testament: Matthew 5: 7--16 ................ Rev. Leland Wilder

Pastor, Gethsemane Baptist Church, Pacolet, SC

15 B A 2 e e T “Softly and Tenderly”
REBLECTIONS. vl b il it sibgiiis s e Brenna De Laine McQuilla, MD
POETRY READING: o vonitiin s s 555 snastebs sainsisns ramsisnns “Tanatopsis”
Ophelia De Laine Gona , Ph.D
BAMILY TRIBUTE ;.o suss soss ssensussnsssnmes pass saonsson Joseph A. De Laine, Jr.
510 E(Q SRR e W e Hymn # 189: “When Peace, Like a River”
Milton Ryan, Greater Bethel AME Church
BEULOGY w5 it s dsidontins The Right Reverend John H. Adams
Senior Bishop, African Methodist Episcopal Church
ELYMIN Bi616 ., s thos sws st i S s e ) e “Steal Away”
RECESSIONAT: - 54 s e smalsvian s s fes asasiss Hymn # 618: “Swing Low”
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INTERMENT
Oaklawn Cemetery, Charlotte, North Carolina

OBITUARY

MATTIE BELTON De LAINE
December 1, 1907 —December 17, 1999

Mattie Belton De Laine was born in Fairfield County South
Carolina on December 1, 1907, to David George Belton and Josephine
Weldon Belton. She was married to the late Reverend Joseph A.
De Laine on November 12, 1931.

Mrs. De Laine attended elementary school in Ridgeway, SC and
graduated from High School at Benedict College in Columbia, SC. She
received her B.A. degree from Allen University, Columbia, SC and
completed graduate studies at Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY.
During her career as an elementary school teacher and as a teacher for
the learning disabled, she taught in the South Carolina counties of
Barnwell, Fairfield, Clarendon and Florence, and in Erie and Nassau
counties in New York State. After 43 years in the classroom, she retired
in 1973 and relocated to Charlotte, NC.

Her life experiences were unique and unparalleled. Because of her
unwavering support for her husband’s (Rev. J. A. De Laine) civil rights
activities in South Carolina, she endured years of fear of that harm
would befall her husband, herself and/or her children. The destruction
of her home by arson occurred in 1950. Her residence (the church
parsonage) was damaged by racist villains and her husband’s church
destroyed by arson in 1955. During that same period, her husband was
given ten days to leave town (Lake City, SC) or die. When an attempt
was made to carry out this threat, gunfire was met with gunfire,
resulting the injury of several of the perpetrators, with no physical
injury to the De Laine couple. They fled in fear of their lives and were
smuggled out of the state of South Carolina by sympathetic African-
Americans who risked their own safety through this act of valor. A
haven of safety was secured in the state of New York where they
resided until their move to North Carolina.

She is survived by two sons, Joseph A. De Laine, Jr. and Brumit B.
De Laine (wife: Edith) of Charlotte, one daughter, Ophelia De Laine
Gona (husband: Amos) of Pine Brook, NJ. Five grandchildren, six
great-grandchildren, a host of nieces and nephews, and several sisters-
in-law (Lucy De Laine of Clayton, NC; Marguerite Johnson of Detroit,
MI; Lillian De Laine of Buffalo, NY; Marjorie Belton of Charlotte, NC;
and Mildred Bowden of Columbia, SC).
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