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\Irs. Kathleen liarle Ross Crosby departed this ealthh lile on 'l'uesday, November 13, 2012 at the Houstotr
Hospice in Houston, -lcxzrs. 

She was 87 years okl.
L retired educator:rnd tireless civic leader, Katltleen'Kat'Crosby was bom on March 9, 1925, in Winnslloro,

South Calolina as thc fifilr child to the l:rte Mrs. Beatrice Tuckcr Ross iurd Mr. Williarn Albert Ross, Sr. She

lrceir-ecl her high school rliplorria from FairJield'fraininq Scirool in Wimrslloro, South Carolina, prior to attending
colleqe. She gr:rcluurted from Jolrnson C. Srnith Unir,ersin' in Charlotte, North Cirolina with a lJachelor of Arts
l)egree in 1916. She subsequently earned her Mastcr of ^\rs f)egree frorn llank Street. Collcgc in Ncu, York, Nerv

\-ork in 1970.

She u,as united in marrizrge in 192[8 to ircr lor,.ing husbancl, Joseph C. Crosby, Sr. 'fhey r,vere blessed with filW-

iiree r-ears of marriage, until his passing in May 2001. To ths union, tw,o loving iurd beautifirl children werc born,

Jo:eph,Jr, and Kathy.
Clrristian laith and sewice !1crc an imporhnL part of Kat's lile. Stiu'ting at an early age, she was an active member

ar Saint Paul Baptist Church in Winnsboro, South Carolina, Music, singing, and poetry were interests and talents

t-hat she pru'sued eurd shiued at horne, school, :urd church. ^\s an aclult, she became an active member of First tsaptist

Chtu'ch (nolv West), teaching Sunday Scirool, singing Gorl's praises in the choir urd sewing as an active leader in her
cliurch, She encouraged the young ancl okl, aiike - generouslv :urd willingly $ving o[ her time, talent, and tithing,
until her health declined. Kat practiced "living lil-e best bv scrving others Inost." Kat Crosby believed finuly that
every.onc has the capacity to leam and grow in (]od's grace. She was the embodiment of the creed, "Let all you do
be clone with love." Kat lefl the halls ol'her upbringing, intent on rnaking a dillcrencc, and in the process be,came a

legend in her ourr tiure, as well as a hist.ory maker.
Kathleen Crosby begzur tcaclilng in 1946 in thc Charlotte-N{ccklenburg Sclrcol Systeur. In zrddition to tiventy

1'eals of exper-ience as :r classroom te:rcher, she served as an In-Service Specialist for Early C]rild]rood llduczltion
ll'orn 1967 to 1970. She worked at length u.ith Head Start programs, iurd offcrcd hcr scrviccs as an Iiducation
Consultant at the universiLy level. From 1970 to 1976, she rvas Principal ol'Rilling^sr.ille Elemenkuy School. Thcre
she receiverl accolade s fbr her highly successlul leadership in dealing with school desegreg:ition and busing that were

occurring in the Charbtte rnetropolit:rn area. A 1976 CBS telcvision docurnentary highlighed her outstanding
leaclership of the Billingsville Elernenta4, School. In 1976, \{rs. Crosby becarne an Area Assistant Superin[endcnt to

the district, which comprised twenty-five schools. She retired in 1986 zrlter a succcsslul and distinguished career,

liaving given ovcr fbrty years of scnice to thc Charlotte school district.
In 1970, Katlilcen Crosbl, lvas appointed to the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Chartcr Commission. An outspoken

r-oice on rlesegregation, she rvas namccl WR'f Radicl's \Aromar of the Year 1976. It 1.977 , shc lvas appointed to the

L-niversity of North Carolin;r Iloard o[ (]overnors. Mrs. Crosb,v seruecl as Vice-Presidcnt of thc Ilnited Cornmunig,
Senice Board and on the Communiq, Relations Conrmittee. the Universiry of North Car-ol-ina's Roard of Trustccs,

thc Drug Education Board, \VB'f Radio's lllack Advison' Board and thc Board of l-rustees fbr Johnson C. Srnith
L-rriversity. In 1974, she was awarded the Bhai B'rith \\'omen's Human Relirtions Arvard, and in 1975 she rvas

inductecl into ttre NAACP's H.rll of Famc. She was a membe r of Delta Sigrna'l'heta Sorority, Inc.
Kathleen Crosby r.r,as preceded in dcath by her husbancl. Joseph C. Crosby, Sr.; her tlree brothers, Dr. William

-\lbert Ross,Jr., the Reverend Paul Laurence Ross andJulius Mansel Rclss, Sr., and one sister, Evellrr Ross Hartzog.

Lefi to cherish her memory are hcr son, Joseph C. Crosbr', Jr. (Kristina) of Clayton, GA, arrd her dauglrter, Kathy

Crosby Wells (Dr. Kemreth Wells) of Housk>n, TX; five graldchildren (Allison Kailrleen, Kemreth Michael, Kaitlyn
\{arie, Ashley Elizabeth and Samiurtha Morgan); one sister, Cecile Ross Stevenson (Lcmmon) of Pottstown, PA;

fir,e sisters-in-law, Maudc Ford Ross of South Ciuolina, Eliza Ross of lrJordr Carolina, Yvonne Crosby of Ncw York,
Sarah McDuffie of Wisconsin, and Katherine Flora (Hcnnan) o[ Mary'Lurd; anrl a hos[ of loving nicces, nephews,

cousins and fricnrls.

In Lieu of flowers, contributions ilr rnemory of Kathleen Ross Crosby may be sen[ to Jolurson C. Smith lJniversiqr,

General Scholarship Fund, 100 Beatties Ford Roacl, Charlotte, NC 28216 or First Raptist Church West, 1801

Oaklar+n Avenue, Char-lotte, NC 28216.
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